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Edmonton is on the move

The city is No. 1 in the North American mid-west when it comes to cost competitiveness

By TIM LeRICHE
Sun Media
It has to be, because the city that
has always been the “Gateway to the

North"” is also a major staging ares
for £80-billion worth of oilzsands
e:g:u:lnn: and other projects in

In addition, Edmonton is home :n
Canadian National's network opera
tions centre, Western operations uen
tre as well as the rail line's northern
Al‘nerln Intermodal station. The

apital’s population
has to one million, and the city
itself has %40 billion in annual eco-
nomic onipot (GDF).

Edmonton Alrporis operates a sys-
tem that readily connects the ejty to
destinalions across North America
and the North. Pyt it all together, and
there is a significant amount of mate-
rial and people on the move,

At affordable costs, to bood,

In a 2004 study by KPMG called
Competitive Albermnatives, Edmonton

in itiveness
for the Morth American mid-west. In
addition, Edmonton ranked No, 2
among world citles within its popu-
lation range.

“In transpartation, outbound ship-
ments from Edmonton, going in eve-
ry direction, are 1-'2'-5! costly than if
¥oU were shfpp ing from u'r.her cities
such as "r"amwer. n.i'
to,” said Bob Carwell, ¢ manand
CEOQ of MTE Lu%iaii:. citing lower
backhaul rates. “In terms of facili-
Lies, we still enjoy lower construction
and lower land costs, for anybody that
wants to locate in the region.”

Relying on Edmonton

Located in the centre of Western
Canada, Edmonton’s air, rail and road
aystems put it in competitive prox-
imity to markeis anywhere,

rmﬁnnnhus through Edmon-
Lon support the oil . and and min-
ing industries and su groceries,
mail, consumer s and Muel to
northern communities.

Supplies for tI'Le diamaond mini
industry represent about 450
pounds of consumables per week;
mainly perishables for the workers
on the campsites. The main carriers
serving the north through Edmonton
#'eﬂ‘m Alr, Canadian North and Alr

(1]

"Edmonton Internalional Airport
1:: the northern-most international

ort in Canada and it is strategi-
;{.lﬂr Intgtelglﬂ the tmnm:idl 1;{

W H W making
eazily umlhl isf?: gﬂl West and

South-Morth s shi said
l]rﬁnrl:a :p-utaauﬂ;ETraEFBﬁn

“In the next two years, we t:put
earge activity at Edmonton Interna-
tlomal Alrport to baild to new levels,
first with the Mackenzie Valley Gas
Pipeline construction, followed by
two more I!I'Iﬂjﬂl' pipeline prn}:.:g
(Alaska Ed! ﬂr and Gateway-
l:nun, and additional ollsands and
northern diamond mine work accom-
panied by additional heavy equip-
ment services.”

Edmonton International Airport
supporis non- gervice to 44 des-

tinations, inclod t 1.5, hubs -
Hinn&n:;nli:. Seﬁtﬂl;hmnvur. Los

Angeles, Las s, Houston, Phoe-
mx.mdﬂlucﬁ was Canada’s fifth
busiest in 2003, Mying in and out

about four million passe
On the road, Edmonton i serviced
on the north-south line by Highw
ﬁhparl of the tﬂ:m&:ttr:ltll;: E:hh-
r,a W eventually estab-
lizh a fourdane highway directly from
Edﬁunlnn. through the U 5. and into
exico.

Western Tiger
In addition, nghwu #2 is the
jor road connecting onton bo
1 Deer and Ca iher the
region between communities
has been dubbed the “Western
r,” for iz economie and
mll.'hmenuu]ulmg status. .
Meanwhile, Edmonton is one of CW
Rail’s bases, with abouot 1,450
employess in the eity. Abowt 35 trains

ad mu-ve in or out of Edmonton.

% a busy, busy centre,” zabd Jim
F'unr, nior m of government
and public affairs for CN. “We origi-
nate & lot of traflic here at the Inter-
maoidal tsrmmal. Chemicals, grain,

lomber,

Itz nod all ofl ar diamonds, Edmon-
ton is alsoe a centre for forestry in
Alberia. Forestry in Alberia em
M.ﬂﬂﬂ people directly and is the
third- man industry.

But it's not natural resources
either, Edmonton's economy iz chang-
ing and iz becoming a consolidation

ok for ood exports. The city
excels in biotechno, and comput-
er sciences and iz home to the
National Institule for Nanobechnaol-
OEY.
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imity to markets anywhere in the world.
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